
Celastrus scandens

American Bittersweet

Easily grown vine, whose primary landscape value is its
beautiful orange-and-crimson berries, which ripen in
October and persist through the winter. (Warning: the
berries are poisonous.)  Also provides good cover for
wildlife.  A good alternative to the highly invasive
Oriental bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus).  Tolerant of
many sites.

Suggested companions: sassafras (Sassafras albidum),
staghorn sumac (Rhus typhina).

Photo Credit:  Wisconsin State Herbarium,
by Dennis W. Woodland
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